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This report of an intemation~ symposium, forming 
a Supplement to the Zentralblatt fur Bakteriologie, 
contains 49 contributions. It is divided into sections 
on taxonomy, ecology, morphology and physiology, 
genetics, biosynthesis and on pathogenicity and serol- 
ogy. In such a plethora of topics every reader will find 
some~ing of interest, but most of the other papers 
will not be up his street. Its main audience will be 
microbiologists: it contains much less for biochemists. 
Nevertheless, this volume is well worth perusing 
by the large number of biologists with interest hat 
spans a diversity of fields around biochemistry, 
genetics, ecology and microbiolo~. 
The nocardias and streptomycetes are important 
groups of organisms which until recent years have 
been relatively neglected except for their production 
of antibiotics. This volume provides a better perspec- 
tive. These organisms - numerica~y important in 
soil - have many unusual microbiolo~c~ features, 
and are now being found to have many unusual fea- 
tures in their biochemistry. The nocardias in partic- 
ular are versatile in the substrates they attack;strepto- 
mycetes eem specially versatile in their production 
of metabolites. 
For a collection of papers of this type I was 
pleasantly surprised at the number of papers that 
touched on my own area of interest. The standard 
naturally varies a good deal. The presentation however 
is much more even; the editors must have taken some 
pains to ensure such a good standard with such diverse 
material. Many contributions contain new - or at 
least novel - points of view, or stimulating new 
findings. The volume can be recommended for an 
up-to-date account of knowledge on these organisms. 
P. H. A. Sneath 
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A guide to better writing for scientists, engineers and students 
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In teaching raduate students, I have become pain- 
fully aware that the undergraduate in science may have 
acquired considerable experimental skill and a good 
back~ound of special&d knowledge but that he or 
she is woefully ignorant of the need for an adequate 
command of the English language. This defect is one 
penalty of having an educational system which demands 
specialisation from the age of fifteen and which rushes 
the school-leaver through an intensive three year 
undergraduate training. 
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This book is a valiant attempt o rectify the defi- 
ciencies of the present system, but to achieve its objec- 
tive a book must be read by those at whom it is directed. 
The book extends to 165 closely printed pages but it 
seems to the reviewer that it could have been com- 
pressed with advantage to two-thirds of this length 
by avoidance of repetition and by removal of items 
unlikely to be of interest o the student. Thus, for 
exampte, the section on reviewing of books is hardly 
likely to be of interest o the same audience as the 
section on keeping lecture notes and laboratory 
records. While there is much good advice, its impact 
is lost at times by over-elaboration. 
The introductory chapters emphasize the impor- 
tance of writing as an aid to thinking and memo~sing. 
Three chapters are then devoted to the common 
faults found in scientific writing, to the elimination 
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of superfluous words, to clarity and to style. The 
remainder of the book gives pecific advice on the 
preparation of reports, on prep~ation of scientific 
papers and on the writing of a thesis. There is much 
sound advice on the preparation of photographs, 
line drawings, graphs and tables. The final chapter, 
‘Talking about Science’, gives hints on what not to 
do when speaking before an audience. 
Robert Barrass has produced a book which ought 
to be read by teachers as well as by students. At zX2.95 
the paperback edition is not expensive. If a second 
edition is requested (as is deserved), then perhaps 
the author will consider the advantage of following 
his own advice and prune those sections where repe- 
tition becomes tedious. 
T. S. Work 
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